HANSON RIVER MAINTENANCE

BRIEF RESUME OF WATER HYACINTH
The aquatic plant-water hyacinth lives and reproduces floating freely on the water surface or rooted in muddy banks. Plant size can be from a new inches to a metre in height, and under certain conditions form mats up to two metres thick. It reproduces asexually by seeds and vegetatively by budding and root production, daughter plants sprout from the root and doubling times can take place between six and eighteen days. The seeds can germinate in a few days or remain dormant for up to twenty year. It has colonized many parts of the world, particularly tropical and sub-tropical countries.
Examples of Problem

Restricting access of navigable water, harbour and docking areas.

Lowering of water quality – eutrophication, causing silt banks.

Diminishes flora, fauna and fish stocks.

Thick formed mats exasperate flooding during rain season.

Increased evaporation has great implications for countries with low rainfall to

combat the accelerated loss of water.

Clogging up of water intakes and systems.

Heightened risk of stagnant water-borne diseases, ie malaria.

Methods of Control

Mainly chemical, mechanical or biological, however our preferred option is by mechanical means using specially adapted boats for this type of prolific growing plant.   In areas where this is not practical we would recommend a very limited use of government tested and approved herbicides to be used only as a back-up for mechanical methods.

